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the people, would be much more reluctant to go to war.
Such a policy would, in other words, nowise comport with
the strategy of dynastic politics, at least not as seen by states-
men of the school of Frederick the Great. Therefore the
policy that has actually been pursued in this matter has
been a policy of reasonable restriction and pressure, whereby
a compromise has been effected between a free develop-
ment of industrial efficiency and the development of a self-
contained industrial community, all of whose forces could
be directed to a given political (warlike) end and which
could with the least hesitation take a hostile attitude toward
other countries. In the later phases of its development, as
the warlike ideals have come more into the foreground,
the policy has more consistently been directed to placing
the country in a defensible position, by creating a self-
contained industrial community.
The main line of interference with or regulation of in-
dustrial affairs has been by way of a protective tariff. Like
other tariff regulation this has been almost wholly inhibi-
tive, of course. Aside from this, the chief directive work of
the statesmen in this field has been concerned with the
building of railways, largely with a view to military strat-
egy, and the subsidising and surveillance of ship-building,
also in good part for warlike purposes. But the more sub-
stantial fact is always the tariff. What might have come of
the new industrial era in the absence of the Imperial
frontier and its customs is a speculative question, of course,
and can not be answered with any degree of confidence, but
an indication of the shortcomings which the tariff has sought
to remedy may after all be interesting as going to show the